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1. TIRE INSPECTION
Before inspecting the steering and suspension parts, start by checking the tire pressure. Additionally, examine the 
wear of the tires. Incorrect wheel alignment or worn steering and suspension parts can cause uneven wear.
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edge
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2. STEERING BEHAVIOR
If the vehicle is pulling to one side or the steering wheel is not aligned with the direction of the front wheels, the 
wheel alignment and steering parts should be thoroughly checked and adjusted. The same applies in the case of 
vibrations on the steering wheel, play, heavy or loose steering.

There may be something wrong with a steering or suspension part if:
• you hear knocking or mechanical sounds while driving the car
• a proper wheel alignment is not possible.

3. STEERING PARTS INSPECTION
• Always check all parts on the left and right side.
• Check the power steering fl uid level. If the level is low, there may be a leakage in seals or hoses.
• Inspect the steering rack gaiters to ensure the rubber is in good condition without ruptures or cracks.
• Check the dust covers to ensure they are in good condition. Corrosion will occur if water and dirt penetrate, 

with an early wear as a consequence.
• Are all bolts and nuts securely fastened?

Check the tie rod ends and axial joints for play by shaking the front wheels, as shown on images below:

Checking for play on the wheel Checking for play on the ball joint Checking for play on the tie rods
bearing
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4. SUSPENSION PARTS INSPECTION
• Always check all parts of the vehicle, including the left and right sides, front, and back.
• Check for visible crack ruptures or leaks in the rubber of the silent blocks and ball joints.
• Use a lever to check for any play at silent blocks and ball joints.
• Additionally, inspect the dust covers to ensure they are in good condition. Corrosion will occur if water and 

dirt penetrate, making the part fail prematurely.
• Are all bolts and nuts securely fastened?
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1. INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS
First of all, start with carefully reading the installation instructions. Sidem provides easy access to these guidelines 
through three methods:

• scanning the QR code on the Sidem packaging for direct access to the working 
instructions of that reference;

• searching for the correct reference code in the Sidem online catalogue or Sidem 
catalogue app;

• go through the ‘How to’ instruction videos on the Sidem Youtube channel.

2. COMPARE OLD AND NEW PARTS
Before starting the installation, compare the new Sidem part with the old one to ensure correct compatibility.

3. REPLACE IN PAIRS
If one side is worn, it is advisable to change both sides at the same time to avoid extra costs and save time. The 
combination of new parts and old parts will also cause an imbalance in driving behavior.

Additionally, ensure that the left and right parts are mounted on the correct side of the car. If confusion is possible, 
Sidem will mark those stabilizers with ‘left’ and ‘right’.

4. USE THE RIGHT TOOLS
To prevent damage to the components and surrounding areas, use appropriate pressing tools instead 
of hammers to dismantle worn parts. For safe and easy assembly we have developed special assembly 
tools, scan the QR code for more information.

5. CLEAN SURFACES
Clean the mounting holes and surfaces using a steel brush, cloth, degreaser or air pressure to ensure a proper fi t 
for the new Sidem part.

6. LUBRICATE BALL PINS
To enable a smoother installation, lubricate the ball joint pins with oil or non-aggressive grease. This will also 
provide a protective layer and lubrication for the top of the dust cover, making it last longer.

SERVICE ADVICE.
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7. USE NEW FASTENERS
Secure the installation by always using the new bolts and nuts provided by Sidem. We also offer an easy to carry 
box to replace extra nuts that where loosened to complete a repair.

8. AVOID IMPACT WRENCH
Do not use an impact wrench to tighten, as it may cause over-torquing and potential damage (twisted or 
damaged dust cover; breaking ball stud).

9. FOLLOW TORQUE INSTRUCTIONS
Follow the instructions described by the car manufacturer to tighten the bolts and nuts.

10. VERIFY DUSTCOVERS
Once installed, verify the dustcovers on the ball joints are properly in place. Twisted or damaged dustcovers will 
cause water infi ltration with an early wear as result.

11. AVOID PRETENTION(S)
If you have replaced the silent blocks or track control arms, remember to only tighten the mounting bolts when 
the vehicle is back on the ground and the suspension is in its resting position. This will avoid pretension in the silent 
blocks and early failure.

12. AFTER INSTALLATION
• Always perform a wheel alignment.
• Finally, take the vehicle for a test drive to ensure that the initial problems have been fully resolved.
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SIDEM INSPECTION &
REPAIR TIPS FOR EXPERTS.

10.000
references

more than

4 000 000
parts in stock

more than

own engineering
& manufacturing

Sidem is a family-owned company founded in 1933, the leading specialist in engineering and 
manufacturing of steering and suspension parts for Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) and the 
Automotive Aftermarket.

The company offers the most comprehensive range in the industry with over 10,000 references for 
private and light commercial vehicles.

As a vertically integrated solution provider, Sidem has its own in-house engineering team, an IATF 
certifi ed manufacturing facility and a central warehouse, all based in Europe.

DOWNLOAD 
SIDEM’S MOBILE 
APP CATALOGUE

INSTALLATION VIDEOS

FOLLOW US
ON YOUTUBE

WATCH THE
INSTALLATION
TIPS & TRICKS

How to recognize bad tie rod ends or axial joints? How to recognize a bad track control arm?

How to install a track control arm with
re-engineered ball joint?

How to install a track control arm without preload?

Right tools to install steering & suspension parts How to recognize bad stabilizer links?
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DRIVEN BY FOCUS.
LED BY EXCELLENCE.


